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Hypocrifie unvaifd, &c. 


= Know, andamled witha ſtrong perſwaſion, 
By that I ſhall aſtoniſh your Admirers, even to 
anew amazing wonder, and fire their breſts 
with indignation, and no lefſe anger, by this 
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Eel Epiſtolary Treatiſe , with it's Epigraphe » Or 


—— Inſcription, you being judged by them (who 
are not the beſt judges) to be a man of great Sinceritie (which 
is oppoſed to Hypecrifie) and adverſe to Feſwitiſme, being (as 
they conceiye) no friend to Poperie. 

You may likewiſe wonder that he, who is a ſtranger to 
your Perſon, ſhould be ſ@ hardie, as to inſcribe a Letter to 
a manunknown, with whom he neyer had the leaſt conyer- 
ſation. However let me ſuggeſt thus much unto you, by way 
of Preface, that in this forward a& I want not a Preſident, 
I am not ſingular in it : eyen the learned, and moſt profound 


St. Auſtine did once the like ; for in his Confeſſions he makes , ,, a6; 


(which argues a tender ſpirit) an acknowledgment to God of 
2 piece ofboldneſle in dedicating a book toa great Oratour 
in Rome, by name Icherivs, whoſe face he had never ſeen, F- 


veran facie, 


though he had heard much of his fame for his great know- Lominem ex 
ledge and ſtupendious learning. In this reſpe&, Sir, you are deffrine ſam#. 


not unknown to me, who have formerly admired = 
parts, eſpecially when I conſidered your primitive educa- 
tion, being not (as was then commonly reported) bred up 
at either of the two famous Univerſities in this Kingdome 3 |. 
' which are the fountains of Learning, and Religion, By 
your pens numerous Iſſue out of the preſſe I came onely at 
a diſtance acquainted with your Perſon, as to thoſe common 
parrs, and inward endowments, which conſtitute a man, and 


diſtinguiſh him from beaſts, 
A 2 But 


1 Thel. 5. 31. 
Omnia probate, 
quad bonum eft 
zencte. 
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But let me friendly, (with all humility and meekneſs) and 
freely (without any the leaſt degree of malice) tell you, that 
as 1 am not ſo Spider-ſpirited, as to ſuck peyſon out of the 
{weeteſt flowers, (which is a great crime in prejudicated 
Readers) ſo, whilſt I admire the curious web of that little 
creature, ſpun into a variety of fine twilced threads, I will 
not dare play withit in my hand, nor haying ſquees'd it, 
lack it's poyſon, There may be much yenome where 
there is the greateſt Art: as we ſee by experience in the wri- 
tings, and ſayings of many Hereticks, and proud Schiſma- 
ticks, who have learned Heads and unſan&ified Hearts, 
which are the Devills Forge and Anvill in which, and 91 
which, he hammers, contrives, and faſhions many miſche- 


yous conceits, ſtratagems, and conclutions deſtructive both. 


to the State and Church. 

L have ſeen a bitter pill wrapped up in. Gold to delude 
the ſqueaſie Palat ofa ſick Patient ; and I haye met with 0- 
pinions, and ſecretly couched doctrines mantled with plau- 
{ible, and elegant expreſſions, and therefore the more mortal- 
ly dangerous, 

We ſhould be guilty of great madneſle, if our wonder at the 
dexterons skill and x ond, aw of a falſe Teacher, ſhould caſt 
us into ſo fond a love of his perſon, and familiarity. with 
his writings, as to take down all his ſugard Pls, and drink 
up his ſweetned-poylſon'd Potions, or to admit with a thirity 
oreedineſs all his DiCtates for Scripture, and Divine Ocacles. 
There can be no ſafety in our Judgment,or affection, without 
a wiſe diſtin&tion, to diſcerne, and put a difference berween 
Truth, and Falſhood, Certainties,and uncertainties, Neceſſa- 
ries and Unneceffaries, Catholick Verities, and private O- 
pinions, upon the former of which we are to lay the ſtrefle of 
the Churches Peace. 

For want of the forenamed diſtinguiſhing Judgment, we 
may wrong God, if we acknowledg not what excellent | xn 
he hath bequeathed or given to any Creature,and likewiſe in- 


jure our ſelyes, if,upon the allowance of thoſe excellent gifts, 


we ſwallow the dangerous enormities that attend them either: 
in DoQrine or Manners, Nec propter daftrinam ejus prava. 


ſent 


(3) 
ſunt ſuſcipienda dogmata, nec propter Dogmatum pravitatem , ſi 
queos commentartos in _—_ S. tiles edidut, penitus reſpuends 
ſun, So St, Hierowe in his Epi. to Tranqullinns, concerning 
Origen.i. &. © Let nor the great learning of the man who is an 
« FHeretick, draw thee into ſo greatan Admiration of him, as 
« to cleave to or jdyn-with himin his corrupt opinions. Ir is 
obſerved by Ltrenenſis and others, that the worſt of Hereticks 
were in the former ages reputed for moſt holy and ſtri& in 
their lives, by which means they more eafily broached and 
ſucceſſefully propagated their Herefies ; and ſuch men were 
the Devils greateſt Engines, by which he batterd the Church, 
and defaced the truth 4n the peoples heirts, who ſwallowed 
the hook of their grofle _ corrupt Opinions, being baited 


with an outward ſhew of Sanity 10 their Lives. Error ma- Vincent. Livi- 
giſtri eſt tentatio populs,@& tanto major quanto pl efſet ſanflior,  nene Co 23, 


doftior que erraret, It was'the formall Sanctity, and outward 
ſeyeritie or ſtrineſleiin'their lives, joyn'd wirh their com- 
mon gifts of praying, 8c, whereby the Phariſees thoſe King- 
curbers, and Charch-deſtroyers in the late bloody times, cap- 
tivated the peoples Eares, Eyes, and Hearts, fo that they were ' 
led by thoſe falſe teachers into labyrinths of errours, into 
Sedition, and Treaſon, into Rebellion againſt their King, 
and Church; Wi | 

To what hath been-premis'd in General (before ] deſcend 
to particulars, at which I chiefly aim, and is the main of m 


delign in undeceiving the ſeduced Multitude.) I ſhall adde x, + 76 
this one Truth as' an undeniable Maxime amongſt Divines, Hoyuare 
that, he whoſe DoArine doth. not accord with his life, if the former ,y,v.,v5 ma 
be not ſound, not agreeable to the rule and Rubrick of Gods g;g, & 73y 
word, although the latter be ſeemingly holy, ſuch a oze muſt gj,, 7075 f- 
not deceive himſelf and the world with his outward forma- ues. Chry/. 


lities, with the ſhell of Religion, or appearance of Godlineſs, 
he is/like to that Abazlardzus in St, Bernard; Fohannes foras (as 
that Father ſayes of him) but Herodes intws, to ſpeak in plain 
language, he is a jugling, an half-faced, and half-paced Hy- 
acrite, who (as the Jews in their Proyerbs ſpeak of a lye) 
faalts and goes but upon one leg, whereas Truth (as they adde- 

and ſay) walks on two with o Bandy conſtancy. , 
| The 
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: The learned NazianJen determines the caſe thus, to the 
= at. 39.7% ſhame of all ſuch painted formal Hypocrites, he ſayes, 5: wiv 

aud. Biſil, _ 2 het Rs Br" yr mel ark ad . 

Mag. wag, it Boy povor, = AGyev KATOgIARI TEE $7420 3 A ToyTEs vNdy 

161 ETc9p0e aud duagigurt, 1.6. © They thatonly live ſoberly 

« with a vulgar or common repute of honeſty or ſobriety,and 

« in the mean time, are corrupt in their Do@rine or opini. 

« ons ; they are like the L»ſci, men with one eye, or (which 

« js an ugly ſight to the beholder) have one of their eyes ble- 

«« miſh'd and bigger then the other ; but they who excel in 

« both kindes, s. e. haye joyn'd ſoundneſs of Dodtine 

with ſincerity of life and purity of Conververſation , 

thoſe are by the {ame (truly call'd the Divie) Father termed 

TlserEter, Ambidexters, quibus ſiniftra nou minus gi eſt quam 

dextra, right-handed, he means complete and bleſſed men, 

Now Sir be not offendedif (joyning my ſelf with you) I 
heartily wiſh (as I do for my ſelf) that you were ſuch a one, 
an eAmbidexter in Religion, a man of ſo exquiſite and rare 

: Tim, 4. 12. perfection, ſuch a one as St, Pawl adviſes Timothy to be, an ex- 
ample of believers in Word, in (onverſation, in Charity, in Spirits 
in Faith, in Purity, &c, Theſe five words compriſe as in a 
Scheme, the ſumme of what conſtitutes a ſound and exa& Ds. 
vine: And the latter of theſe, 5. e. Purity, comprehends not 
only that of the body as it is oppoſed to uncleanneſs, but alſo 
that Parity of the mind, as it is contrary or oppolite to the 
worſt of the ſouls defilements, i. e. Hereſie and Hypocriſie, 

2» King. 9.22 Now as fehw once ſaid to foram the Son of Ahab, what 
peace ſo long as the whoredomes of thy Mother Jezabel and her 
witchcrafts are ſo many ? Soſay I to you with jome alteration 
(and T hope withour offence, becauſel relate a Truth though 
it be pungens not angens, ſomewhat ſharp and biting) Firſt, 
what purity is there in that mans ſoul, whoſe Words and 

As appeares . Works, whoſe Do&Erine and Manners are blended with foul 

by 4 Theſes Errours, blaſted with Sedition, tainted with Pride; ſoured 

of (oro with Schiſme, and infeQed (as with the Plague or Leprofie 
ſon and Sedi- which infeQts others) with Rebellion againſt his Kings Roy- 
tion in his (ſo al commands, with enmity to his Perſon, and he hatdned ina 
called) Haly, {tiffe diſobedience and wilfull obſtinacy againſt the R. Re- 


1 mechan verend Fathers of the'Church , and its pious conſtitutions for 
| the 
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the ſettlement of Peace (which is Religions Nurſe) and ordey 
(which preyents confuſion) among us ? | 
Secondly,what Purity is there in that ſoul which is a compo- 
ſition of /e{f-conceir and a daring Arrogancy, who, ſtabbing 
himſelf with his own condemning pen, ſaies thus in writing, 
(and it is but what's his praRice) The pride of mens hearts ave id. Gild Sat. 
make them ſo over-value their own conceptions (he meanes the viay, Or the 
ſpurious brats of their(or his) phantaſtick brains)that they ex. Reformed Pa- 
peft(as he doth and eyer did) that all men ſhould be of their mind, lor, p. 205. 
and bow down to theſe reaſons which others can ſee throwgh, i. e. 
diſcover and prove to be yain and frivolons , as the R.R. 
Fathers in God the Biſhops, with their Aſiftants, proved 
his to be, ina diſputation held at the Savoy, 1661. Apaine, 
he goes on, and faies there, Every ſet} is uſually confident in their 
own way, and as they value themſelues, ſo they doe their reaſons 
(which are ſeldome ſuch, being onely ſhadows of reaſon) 
And hereupon ariſe ſuch breaches in affections and communion, 4s 
there are, whilſt men cry downthe diviſions of others, but maintain 
the like themſelves, Now he that writ theſe lines,. and is him- 
{elf roo confident of the goodnefle of his cauſe, and Truth of 
his Opinions, though they are for the major part of them re- 
pugnant to the judgment and decrees of all Antiquitie, to 
the general practiſe of the Church.in all Ages, ſuch 1s his de- 
els the Biſhops to differ both in Order and Degree from xp-,,,,ium- 
Presbyers ; his diſputing againſt a S#rplice (an innocent, Chniſtianemo- 
eraceful, uſeful habir, which may mind us Miniſters of that deftie, & gra-- 
candour and purity both of foul and body, which ſhould be C——_— = 
eminently in us) Lay, he that ſhall in theſe (and many 0- k 15 phicmwer 4 
ther particulars)like thoſe noted little fiſhes in Rivers, ſwim accepra ſervare, 
againſt the ſtream of Authority, and iy ſo obſtinate that he Vinc. Eir.c. 9 
will not confefſe his convi&tion, nor acknowledge his errour,. 
when he hath been refuted by better reaſons,. for fear of 
diſpleaſing his blinded _ 3 may we not brand him from: 
his own mouth or pen, with. the. mark or name of a- proud, 
perverle, Setary ? 
Thirdly, is there Pwrity in that man (and not rather mnch- 
diffimulation, deceit , and falſfitie) whoſe aRions give his 
words the lie, and is full of ſe}f-contradi&ions, and Contra-. 


rieties. 
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rities, a meer *Aaaorgornacs (which is the Epithet affix'd by 
the Prince of Poets to Mars) Nunc heram, nunc illarum parti- 
um, wutabilis ox et inſlabilts, unſtable as water (and fo of 

Gen. 49-4+ | Rubens race) and faies, never intending ro make good his 
p-4. Gild. Sal ſayings, ler but able, and faithfull men be Overſeers (he means 
vian, p. 10, | Biſnops) that will make the word of God the Rule, and lay 
out themſelves tothe ſaving of mens ſouls, and 1 am reſalved ne- 

ver to contend with ſuch about the buſmeſſe of Superiority, bytt cheer - 

fully to obey them in all things, if they require my obedience. Now I 

appeale to the Tribunal of the Proteſtators conſcience, whe- 

ther the Biſhop of Wor. defign'd by God, and appointed by 

his ſacred Majeſty, to be your Overſeer, hath notin him thoſe 

three forenamed qualifications ; Firſt, may he not truly be 

numbred among thoſe able men, Exod. 18. 21, and thoſe who 

are {aid x ({hron.9.13.)to be very able men for the work af the ſer- 

vice of the houſe of God ? Did not Mr.B. find the Biſpeps.Savirns 

his quickneſle,and great ability in diſputing(being therein a- 

Of whom i is notherChryſppm for his excellency)when in private at his own 
ſaid, thar he houſe in Worceſteras Dr. Warmſtrey now Dean of that Church 
wn Ay 1ndiFu- can witneſſe)he convinced Mr. B.evento a filent conceſſion of 
__ of 4 * the dangerous and horrible conſequences of his moſt abſurd 
ſw-iu, | andfalſepoſition,viz.That the enjoyning of things lawful by lawful 
authority if they may by Accident be the occaſion of Sin, 15 ſinful----= 
And likewiſeafterwards at the Savoy convinced him(to ſpeak 
in plain Engliſh) of a lie, when the Biſhop laying beds ro 

his charge the danger of the forementioned Afſertion (coin- 

ed doubtleſle in the eſaits mint) the man denied that he eyer 

aſhrmed it, which deniall was immediately refuted, when the 

Anſwers, which he had before that delivered written with his 

own hand, were produced. Oh tell not this in Gath, nor publiſh 

2 Sam, I, 20. it #2 eAhkelon, leſt the enemies of the Lord and his Truth 
blaſpheme, when they heare that one of his Miniſters com- 

mitted ſo foul a ſinne, which St Azſtine calls the Devils farſt- 

Aug. in 8. born, 2xomodo Dems pater genuit Filium Veritatem,Sic Diabolus 
Foban, lapſms gennit quaſi filiuns mendacium. Oh, to what an height of 
Impiety is that man flown,and into how low a ſink of Impari- 

13 is he fallen, that dares in the face ofa Congregation or Al- 

ſembly of pious and learned men tell an untruth by _—— 

waoat 
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what he had aflerted, onely to faye his reputation, which 
might be loſt in maintaining an erroneous poſition, or after 
he had yented it, not being able to maintaine the ſame. Ir 
may be,Sir,your memory is fraile, and weakned, or hurt by 
Choler, which is an enemy to it ; otherwiſe ſurely you would 
not be ſo bold (as it appeares you were by the Biſhops letter) 
nor preſume immediately to deny ofttimes what you had before af- 
firmed ; it your memory be weak, then the Biſhop exceeds 
you in this absbzy, inthe gift of a ſtrong and retentive memo- 
ry : you ſee, Sir,that he hath - abilities, in that he is able to 
conyince your reaſo; and Judgment by a Redargution or Con- 
vitton proceeding from the confutation of the cauſe ; but I feare 
he will never be able to confute your perſon, by extorting fron 
youan humble acknowledgement of your conyi&tion, The 
cauſe is often eyinc'd and overthrown when yet the perſon 
ſtill retaines his former confidence, and ſtifneſs in bis 
Opinion. This made Ariſtotle to affirm, that there is a 
twofold Elenchus, *)ey 06 megs Tov Bgwlarla,x mes Thy abyer. 
As for the ſecond and third Qualification which you require 
in a Biſhop,which you call an Overſeer,viz. Faithfulneſſe in ma- 
king the word of God his Rule, and a laying out himſelf to the ſrowng 
of Soules ; He fignally declared that he was ſo well qualified, 
when out of loye to the peoples Souls he preached at Kidaey- 
minſter, and(as it became a faithfull diſpenſer of the word) 
endeayoured what he could to undeceive rhat poor and mi- 
ſerably deluded people, who (as he then told them) had been 
taught by a man of great authority among thems ( or rather, ſay 1, « Heb 
a little Pope) that it was lawfall for them to take up Armes againſt xv 
the King, (l am ſure this is popiſh DoEtine) beſides many Tyeme!. reddjr 
other {edirious dodrines. 'The Biſhop taught them then a varies ;.e.(ſays 
better leſſon,even that which Solonzon preſcribed in, Prov, 24. Junius)varian. 
21, Feare the Lord, and the K ing, and medale not with them that tes 4c perfrin. 
: tag te ny age” gg by ag gentes Dei ſug- 
are given to change; or,(as it is in the Original }with * Changers, rumque prin- 
1, e. with Rebells, and ſeditious perſons, the word in Heb. cipum mande. 
ſignifies both the former and the larter ; ſuch are they who #4, & deficien- 
change or turne the Obedzence, which they owe to their King bees fuk 
c , X . X rigera @ 
and Superiours, into diſobedience, Hononr that is due to them geyereyuia pg 
into diſhonour, Peace jnto warre,Orader into confuſion,a _ & Regis, 
B etie 
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ſetled Chxrch into Conventicics, eniazua avror x; Awpiruy 
n2layoya (as a Greek Father calls them traly 3 Dons of 
Toieves and Innes of Devils ; medal? not, have nothing to dae 
with ſuch men who are Soxl-deſtrozers, but ſhun and avoyd 
them as you doe the plague, or houſes infe&ed with it, 

Feare God, and honoar the King, by a willing ſubje&ion to 
Him and his Lawes, by a free contribution (when need re- 
quires} of your moneys to maintaine his Royall Perſon in_ 
lafety and honour ; upon no pretence whatſoever take up 
armes againſt Him, which to do is abſolutely againſt the Di- 
cates of Nature, againſt the precepts and practiſe of Chriſt 
and all good Chriſtians in the primitive times , who were 
taught not to fight againſ?, but to pray for their Emperors - 
(though perſecutours) under whom they lived, Kmgs are 

etty Deities or Gods upon earth, they have ſupremeand ab- 
adore Authority under God, fo that all perſons, whether ec- 
cleſiaſticall or civill, within their Dominions, ſtand bound 
in Law, Allegiance, and Conſcience, to obey their will and 
pleaſure or toabide their puniſhment by a paſſive OQbedi- 
ence : And they that dare make any violent oppoſition or 
Rom. 13.2. reſiſtance ſhall receive to themſelves xeiya damnation, that 
K&us 3 3 puniſhment which belongs to fo ſacrilegious a Contumacie, 
evlamiJucis j,e,notonely that puniſhment which 1s temporall here in 
63.Heſyod. this life, bur alſo that which is eternall hereafter, This or 
Gods ++ nog ſuch like Doctrine the Biſhop inſtill'd into the eares of that 
riburion teduced people, and exhorted them doubtleſſe to repent of 
fin, both here their rebellious Qbſtinacie againlt their lawfull and moſt re- 

andinthe ligious King. | | 
worldto come. Tf 1 were now to ſpeake tothat people of Kidderminſter, 
m0 "big 19g I would propoſe to them this. Queſtion, which is the beſt 
| ' Nurſe of the two, whether ſhe that gives poyſon inſtead of 
milk to her tender babe, or ſhe that feeds it with whol- 
ſome food ?-your Teacher has poylon'd you with ſeditious 
and corrupt doctrines, the Biſhop like a Nurſing-Father 
hath taken, and will take care that that poyſon be caſt out of 
your Soules, Therefore loye and honour him for his tender 

care of you. 

Now Sir, let me direct wy ſpeech to your ſelf by an Inter. 
= rogation, 
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rogation, if the Biſhop of Worceſter be ſo.«ble: a man [45 hath 
been proved) and intends the good of Soules, why Lo u 
not according to your former proteſtation and promiſe hop 
him in athing ſo Lawful, ſo Chriſtian, and Commendible, 
when he required your obedience by retraQing publickly 
that former poſition, and renouncing your DoErinesand Prin- Vx. TH. the | : 
ciples tending to Sedition and Rebellion, which have been — = 
frequently vented out of the Pulpit, and are publiſhed in your __ — 
Books, to the poyſoning and deſtruction of many a poor * 
foul > Why too did you preach without a Licence, contrary to 
his Injun&ion ? This was your Crime, and no ſmall one, to 
ſpurn againſt Authority : for this chiefly you were filenced, 
and it is the yoyce of the whole Kingdom (I meanall loyal 
Subje&s and good Chriſtians) that ſo dangerous a perſon may 
be debar'd rhe Pulpir, till you have opened your mouth again 
by a publick RetraQtion, not {corning to do that which was 
done by one far better then your ſelf, St. Axſtine, and lately 
by another who was a great promoter of the late Rebellion. 

Humanum eſt errare, ſed Diabohcam perſeverare. | 

All the premiſes conſidered and weighed in the ballance 
of a moderate, mature, and diſcerning Judgment, may we 
not from them infer, that he who is a Gong Preacher and Se4uffor nox 
Falfifyer of his word, that writes and ſpeaks one thing and ; ns png 
means another, and makes not good by a real performance geco, 
what he hath proteſted by a ſerious Vow and Promiſe; he is 

2 man not to be.truſted, a Cathariſt.in opinion and FaR, #,. e. 

(what Catharinus and the Novatians were) Superbice typho 11- 

flarns, falſe, ſelf-will'd, and proud, and not a man of Pwrity, Like thar 

bur rather an Hypocyzite, and to be ranked among thoſe whom ſpeckled bird, 

the Jews call ZI'9MY 5. Colorati, facati, pigmentati, which Jr. 13 9. 

name they affix todifſembling Phariſees and Phariſaical Diſ. Y12Y D'B 

ſemblers, from whence Yipers and Serpents in regard of theif ©** Ca 

divers colours are call'd S2'pIy 3 ſo that. our blefſed Sa. 

viour, the God of Truth and lover of {incerirty, when he cal- 

led the Phariſees Serpents and a Generation of Vipers, by this ap= Mar, 23. 33. 

pellation be plainly intimated, that as Vipers are, they were 

painted with yarious colours, with divers hews of holineſs 

ent pretences of piety and goodneſs,. which they profeſſed 

Gr B 2 ; 


wit 


(10) 
with their Tongues, being ſevere and grave in their odeward 
carriage, whilſt their hearrs within were full of cruelty, and 
ſpotted with that which is a foul blot in a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, i. e. Coveronſneſſe. And,Sir, let me ask you one Que- 
ſtion more, can you quit your ſelf by any juſt Apology from 
the puilr of this horrid fin (the fin of 7xdas, and may be 
call's 1ſcariotiſmys ) when by an illegal intruſion and a bold 

violent uſurpation you poſſeſſed your ſelfof another mans 

Living, a an (as you confeſſed once to the Biſhop) of an #n- 

blameable life and converſation, whom (with his poor family) 

you forc'd to great wane, and tyed him up by the bridle of a 

Committees Order to the Rack of penury, whilſt you your 

ſelf fed {like a pamper'd beaſt) in the Afanger with plenty, 

and withour al pity. Is this to obey our Sayiours command, 
Lux. 6.38. Give, and it ſhall be given unto you, tO rake away the Fleece as 
well as the Flock from the true and lawful owner the Shep- 
herd, whom you moſt uncharitably conceived and reported 
not to be fit for want of parts, to qualifie him for the Cure of ſo great 
a Congreoation ? Had not the means or reyenue (at which you 
aimed) been likewiſe great, but ſmall, would you (out of a 
meer love to ſouls) rook a Committees decree, which you 
procur'd for a call to that C#re ? would you haye taken (with 
that good mans, bread whom you robbed) ſo great a charge 
andburthen upon you? I appeal once more to your conſci- 
ence for an Anſwer to this Queſtion, O Sir, I muſt here cry 
out with St. Chry/oſfoms in the like cafe, Tldyle regpaous, I 
fear all is but a Fax} Ay a meer juggle and pretext, And too 
many there be (conſider whether you be not ſuchor of that 
- >, humber\who pretend in their Speeches to-the cauſe of God, 
Xe94e,y cr ;Lewiſe to Piety and Religion, yet if they were throughly 


* TIETAto ub 
you Eyu0t 
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en: 70" ſifted, and their thoughts ripped up, would be found to havea 
wud v* * IWolfs heart under a Sheeps skin. 

7-00 . AndthatTImayatonce teare off that skin and diſcoyer a 
"=. "> Wolfunderir, that being diſmantled you may no; longer de- 
& n 1 F ccive the world with falſe pretences,with.a vizard or mask of 
4 b -_ © 79% godlineſs and meekneſs,. I muſt mind you of a paſſage in a- 


Chy/.8.Hun, Ifcr. (which I haye toſhew) under your own hand, writ 
be en. long ſince from Kidderminſter to one Dr. Hill, itisin a Poſt- 
| ſcript. 


was not yours, but (as it 


(11) 
ſcript of thatlong tedious Letter -(or rather Treatiſe) about 
Gods Preſcience and Decrees ; : when you had ſurely tyred 
your ſelf with a prolix pen, and asked pardon of him for that 
prolixity : after a ſhort complement, you write thus plainly 
and {ay unto him, Thurſday next we have appoimed to keep in 
three parts of oe ( o#nty, to ſeek, God for his direftion (4, e.'to dire 
you ln thoſe wayes which tended to, and ended faction and 
ſedition(is not this Blaſphemy joyn'd with Hypocrifie?) But 
1 have been in the heat of my Jeal ſo forward to Changes and wayes 
of bloud (the Wars) that 1 fear God will not let me have an hand in 


the peaceable building of his. ('hurech,nor to ſee it ; for 1 have been ad: 2. 


wajes taken off when 1 attempred it : : And:ithen after this; free 
and open Confeſſion you conclude with a fad Narrative of 
an Epidemical Feau:r that bad ſeiz'd among others upou your Fa- 
mmily, together with a conſiderable part of the Godly (as you term 
them) of your Flock; ſo you: call it, but falſly, for indeed it' 
bath been ſuggeſted to you- before) 
anothers.. REES I 2 Ceapt A DetÞ ene”! 
Here again,Sir, youare dvrog5r@, and: dvloxalaxedes, you - 
condemn and wound your ſelf by your own . hand and pen, 
hereby verifying thoſe rwo-prediQtions of the Prophet David, 
P/al. 37.15. Pſal. 64; 8.. (where be ſpeaks of the ungodly) - 
Their Sword ſhall g 6through their own heart, andtherr own Tongues 
ſhall nake them fall ; ar, according to the Hebrew phraſe, They 


ſhall make thetr own Tongue to fall upon themſelves.” 


You confeſſe that (as: St; Pan! was when: he perſecuted 
the Chen FW 3.6. ) youweretranſported with-an heat 
of Zeal, which.indeed, it itbe turbulent (as it is in thoſe who 
are paſſionate) and not temper'd with diſcretion, or allayed - 
by reaſon, emblemiſed by-that golden bridle, wherewith- (as: 
the Poets fain) Minerva managed her winged Pegaſus, with- 
out this it is like wi/d-fire, it carries men beyond all bonnds- 
and compaſie of Moderation,and hurries them head-lonig into 
the pit of ſtrife and diviſions,: Zealis a good ſervant when it' 
hath Reafonfor its Miſtreſle, but an i]l Maſter when: Paffion*- 


| kxits guide or leader: Ir is like an head-ſtrong and high-mer- 


tled horſe that is unruly, and ſoon caſts his Rider. It could 
nat be in.you. (a pretender to ſo great underſtanding} a no 
| with-- 
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Seym. 49. in 
Cant, 
Impagtabilis 
atque ſtirntia 
Zelus, & ple- 
THmque perui- 
ci0[ns, 


2 King.1e, 6: 


(442)) 


without; knowledge, which is proper of incident ro the fime 
ple and deyout,, and like an 7gnis fatwws , leads them in by- 
wayes, and down dangerous precipices ; ſuck a kind of Zeal 
is (as St. Bernard {ayes) inſufferable where it is, and very pernici- 
ows, It was rather (as many conceive) fehu's Zeal, riding in 
the Charrior of Faction, y Arm with four fietce beaſts, Pride 
and Malice, Amvbition and. (ourrouſneſſe. This is a Connteyfeit 
Zeal which wants Truth aud Sincerity, and is the Zeal of 
ſubtile and crafty profeſſors, who pretend God and his glory, 
as Fehys did, but intend ſotne private and finiſter-ends either of 
honour or promotion, or filthy lucre. Examine your own 
breft whether it was-not fcorcl'd with this falſe fire ; when 
out of Zeal-tq a bad caule,' nor watranted by Gods word, 
butrepugnant ta.it, you did defend and promote it fo, as to 


- Canonize for Saints many that dyed for, and it : Witneſſe 


page 1o1. 


Deut,29, 29» 


that ſcandalous and bold Afſertion in your Book called & The 
<« Sams Emerlaſting Reft, where you lay, Surely Brook, and 
&« P;m, and Hambden, and IWhite, &c. (it ſeems you have more 
«© of this fry in. your Catalogue) are now Members of a more 
*© byowing, wnerring, well-ordered, right-ayming, ſelf-dening , 
« unarnmons, honourable, triamphane Senate, 8&c. you mean 
Heaven, whither you affure the World they are gone; O 
daring prefuraption! Whar was this bue to encourage others 
that £ lowed in the wayes of i Rebellion; | by placing thoſe 
(who were the .Ameſignani or leaders of them) on Thrones in 
Everlaſting blifſe > Thus you turn Heayen into Hell by a 
ſtrange Amiftrophe, in making-ita Receptacle of preſump. 
tuous ſinners: were I affured of their Repentance,their hum. 
ble and hearty forcow for their fins, and of the fſarisfaRtion 
they had made for the injuries they did ro others, I ſhould be 
(as Charity commands me) of your mind or perſwaſion; till I 
an fo aſſured, 35ix, I ſhall fo far play the Sceprich as to ſu- 
ſpead my Judgment. - Secyer things belong to God, the grear 
Judge aud: Lord of Heaven and Earth, ro whoſe Mercy I 
ſhould be injurious, ſhould I deny Heayen te humble peni. 
tent ſinners, and wrong his Fuſtice, if I ſhould affirm thar 
Hell is not the certain rewardoof a Ravihack, a Fanx, a Gay- 
net, or 4 Catesby ; I. mean; TFraytors and Rebels, E—_ 
1:9 an 
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(13). 
8nd Schiſmatical perſons, who live and. dye in their ſins. 

'Thys Sir, you ſee how blind and counterfeit Zea/may be 
miſtaken, calling evil;goody' and good evil, pitting hght for derk- 161, 5, 10, 


| nefſe, and darkneſſe for light, bitter for ſweet, and. ſweet for bitter. 


'To ſuch deceivers there is a woe (which is-fall of terrour) $0G405y 75 
eine and pronounced from God by the mouth of his Pro- jjua Chry/. 
BE | 
F Again, to. diſcover tbe falfity of yoyr Zeal, deſcend into | 
your boſom by a privy ſearch, and try whether you were not 
in the former bloudy times of theſame temper with Deme- 
zriss and his Complices,e Mts x19.who cryed (and that aloud) 
Great is Diata of he Epheſians ver. 2.8, but meant her little 
Silver ſorines, by making of which they got much wealthz and 
whether, when you with your { pufederates pretended: the ſer- 
ting up of (hriſt in his Throne (which. was the uinal language 
of thole times) you deſigned not the dethroning of the King, 
and pulling down the Biſhops from their Epiſcopal Seats, that 
you might mount into them and Lord it (as ſome: begap. to 
do) over the Church the Lords Inheritance. i + 
To return to the following words in your Letter to D.. H. 

you lay (and if you had feared the Lord:you ſhould not haye Prot 34.212 
done ſo) that you were forward ts —_ and wayes of bloud.. 1 * +. Lord 
As for the former of theſe, the truth of your Conteſhon is too and meddlc 
evident by thoſe many. contradictions in all your writings, nor, &c. 


1Per.F. 3» 


' which the acute Dr. Perce hath ſufficiently 'proved to your 


ſhame in a late elaboyate work, and made it clear to all judi- Cajjq The pi/- 
cious and unbias'd Readers-by 14. Arguments, taken out of cover niſtove- 
your Key of Catholicks, that you are (to uſe the DoRors ?4. Vid.p.170 
words) an arrant Papiſt in diſgniſe, in regard of your opinion: '7*'* 3+ 
and praQtiſe ; and one of the Popes ſecret Emſſaries blaſted 

with the breath of the eſtes, who have cunningly made 

uſe of you. and your Aſſociates to: blow up a flame in the 

Church and Kingdom, which could not be quenched with | 

an Inundation of bloud ſpilt in the defence of that Idol of a * Mr. Cr4+don, 
Motly-goyernment which you began to ſet up, but was bat- 1" that Book 
ter'd and beaten downby the Sword of the 1ndependent. Be- nt S : 
fides what the Door hath done,one of your own *Fraternity ,, of his 


(but of more ſincerity) forced you not long ſince to an Ape- Faith, 
logy 


2 Sam. 20.1, 


Plal. 35. 8. 


Many years 
before he 

lace bloudy 
and Long- 

Parliargent 
ſate. 


— 


"2 #.; | 
v4) I, 
logy for your ſelf (which ever argues either a reall or ſuſpeR. 
JG; Crime) when-in his D;ſ. of the Sacrament, Þ. 486, 
he manifeſted and declared to the World, that you are 4 Papiſt, 
and one of the worſt ſort, they are his very words. And 
truly you ſpeak your ſelf to be one, by ſaying that you were 
forward in the wayes of bloud : Ando you (with many others) 
were ; who,like that Sheba the Son of Fichri, blew the Trum- 
pet of Rebellion, crying out of the Pulpit (as that Rebel once 
did } we have no part m David, we will not baye a King, but a 

Parliament to rule oyer us. 

And thus, when you had by your InyeQives againſt an In- 
nocent and molt glorious King made him odiousto his people, 
doirig to him as the fews did to onr Saviour, z. e, having ſtrip- 
ped Him of his Royal Robes of Majeſty and Power, and co- 
yered him with the ragged mantle of diſgrace, laying to his 
(/harge (as Davidsenemies did to his) things that he knew nor, 
(or was not guilty of ;) after all this you, I ſay you (with 
others of your Confederacy) /»ſtrumemally brought Him to 
the block, where He was =—=—=—_——_—_— {az ſuddain paſſion 
gives a ſtop to my pen) the fact was ſo foul and horrid, that I 
will nor ſtain my paper with the blot of onely naming it. 
This dreadful Tragedy was contrived long fince in the Con- 
clave of Rome by {- bloudy-minded Feſawits, who have an Art 
to killa man by poyſonat a diſtance, and to make many 
(who little think of it) Inſtruments to Act their deſtructive 
deſigns. Campanella, one of that bloudy Tribe, in his Book 
De Monarchia Hifanica, ſhewing to the then King of Spain 
how he might be an uniyerſal Afonarch, and bring England 
under his own ſubjection, and to the Roman Religion, hath 
theſe words, c, 22. [nſtiget Primores Comitiorum aut Parka- 


The ſame ad- 2*nti, at Angliam in formam Rerp. reducant, i. e, Letthe K mg of 


vice Card. de 


Spain nſtigare by his eAgents the leading men of the Enghſb- Par- 


Richeleiu gave liament, to bring England into the form of a Common-wealth, — 
ro the King of g.- This you know was attempred, and once effected by 


France a little 


before his 


Murdering an Innocent and molt cenowned ay and with 


death, as ic is the effuſion of much bloud, with the loſle of the lives of ma- 
recorded by an ny thouſands who were ſeduced. Now he that (in a manner} 
approved fi- q4;q beata drum, and ſounded an Alaraum to thoſe Wars, is as 


ftoOrian. 


much 
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(15) 
much guilty of that blood (being either an Adv/er, 1nſtiga- 
tor, a (,onſenter, or an Approver of thoſe Wars) as thoſe oabutes 

| were and are, who flew their Fellow-Subjecs, and mur. 
thered their Brethren with the Sword. 

The Tabicen or Trampetor in «£ſop the Mnthologiſt, found 
no fayour at the hands of the Conqueror, though when he 
was taken in the fight he pleaded Not guilty : If the Trum- 
pet had not been blown, there had been no battel ; fo he 
was reputed as one that occaſioned it, for which fa& he juſt- 
ly ſuffered. 3 9 

And, Sir, for that you have been your own IWitneſs, Ac- 
#4ſer and Fudge, and cried Guilty at the Bar of your own ſelf. 


accuſing and condemning Conſcience, being occaſionally, na e's 
a Aftor in that Inver bloody T; ih 5 ina ws _ = 
being a mar of Blood (andI muſt tell you in your ear, what I caſionale, as 
have heard, and is commonly reported, that in the late Wars Well as A/7u- 
you ſlew a man with your own hand in cold blood, if it be ** 


not true, you are not the firſt that ſuffered under a falſe re- 
port aad defamation, and your own conſcience can witneſs 
to you, that you have 'frequently by your Pen and Tongue 
defamed: and blaſted the reputation of others.) However 
being inthe former refpe&t, if not-in this later, 4 man of 


blood, Vir ſanguinum (as the fews phraſe it) you did well (as yyg5 whe 
you adde in your Letter to D. H.) to fear that God would not x Sam, 16, 7, 


let you have an hand in the peaceable buildmg of the (ſharch, &c. 
But I know not well what you mean by Bailding: you ſay 


iP | 


in your Dedication prefixed to your Saints ReZ?, That a Church p,,. ., 


i an Aggregation of Individyals, an Aſſociation of Believers, and 
a Building ts of many ſtones or pueces orderly conjoyned. What then 
zs it to demoliſh but to ſeparate and disjoyn ? (you mean from the 
Church, as youdo by Schiſme and Faction.) Our Church 
was once well built before ſuch as you are, and you with 
them, diſturbed its .peace, and almoſt ruined it: whereby 
you adyanced the feſaires plot, and they in private kept holy- 
day, they did feaſt, and laugh at us in ſcorn for it. Our 


Church was firmly and orderly built upon the Foundation of Eph. 2. 20. 


Chriſt, and his holy Apoſtles : Like Solomon's Porch, 1 Kmg. 
7,21, It was fixed, or ſet upon two Pillars, the Fachin and 
C Boa?, 


(16) 
Boaz,; the props of Peace, and _— of Purity, I mean 
ſound Dottrine and landable wholſom Diſciphne. The former 
you corrupted by ſeditious Tenets, and rotten or unſound 
Opinions, ſpread and ſcattered in all your Writings : The 
later you did beat down, intending to {et up a new Phanta- 
{tick Model, or Fabrick of your own ſick-brains Invention, 
This farely you mean by your peaceable Building, to erect this 
without any oppoſition. But he that pulls down a ftately 
Palace, and in the room of it erects a poor deſpicable rotten 
Cottage of Mud and Straw,. he cannot be {aid to be either a 
Builder or Repairer, but as the .4ngel of the bottomleſs pit is ter = 
med, Kev. 9. 11. Abaddon, or Apollyen, a Waſter, a Defacer, 
and Deſtrozer, T pray, Sir, donot trouble your buſie head 
about Building, look to the Fabrick of your crazie infirm 
body, which (as I have often heard) hath a waſting, fretting, 
devouring humour, an' Emblem or Indication of your Souls 
diſtemper, for its Inbabitant, it is called a Wolfe, feed this, 
and have a care of that, L 

The Work now to be done is a Work of Reſtaxration or 
Repairing, to lay together in, a right order the -goodly and 
beautiful ones of the Santtyary, which you haye demoliſhed, 
to cover it over again, within, and without, with that Gold , 
which you have torn from it,, and inſtead of the ſame, laid 
on dirtand xd. God be praiſed for it, we have wiſe Ayr- 
chutefts, or Mafter-Bmilders, who need not your adviſe, or 
furtherance, neither will they-call to you for your help, nor 
defire your aſſiſtance. _ 

You are not ignorant how that God would not permit the 


1 King.18. 16, _— David to build him an Houle (or Temple) becauſe 


1 Chron, 22. 
$, 9. 


his hand was embrewed in blood. The word of the Lord came 
wpto him, ſaying, Thoy haſt ſhed blood abundantly, and haſt made 
great was, thou ſhalt not build an Houſe to my Name, becanſe. 
thou haſi ſhed much blood upon the Earth in my (ight, But Solomon, 
to-whom God gave reſt from his enemies round. about ; Solomon, 
whole name ſoundsas much as Pacificus, or Peaceable.; Solo- 
21012 man of reſt and peace, he built the Tewple, which was 
Gods Houſe, and hereby God intimated his mind unto us, 
that peace, which is the Nurſe of Religion, is his delight 
| eſpecially) 


(17) 


(© eſpecially when it is joyn'd with 774th) and that the * Zcch. 8.19: 
(arch can neither be ſettled nor preſeryed without it, which Love the 
Is, as + Caſſiodorus defines it, Concordantium in bono animoruns gas and 
ordinata trangquillitas, a ſweet agreement or concard of many ſouls + 1, 


km together, and combin'd in the promoting of what ts good and re- 
Lgions, Itis a quiet temper of an humble and meek ſpirit, 


which (as Saint Awuſtine layes) Sinmltates tollit, bella compeſcit, Aug. de eh. 
iras comprimit, ſuperbos calcat, humiles amatr, diſcordes ſedat, in- Dom, 


iw2icos concordat, it raiſes no ſtorms, burallaies all tempeſts in 
State and Church; itis the cogniſance of a Saint, and of a 
genuine Son of God, who is the God of Peace. And let me 


mind you of a ſaying of Saint Gregory in his Morals, Si Dei Mar, 5. 9, 


vocantar filii qui pacem faciunt, proculdubio Satane ſunt fili, qui 
pacem confundunt, If thoſe that are peace-makers are called the 
children of God ; then by the Rule jof contraries, They that di- 
ſtarb the peace of the Church, and are peace-breakers, they are the 
Sons of the Devil, by way of fimilitude or likeneſs. And you 
being by your own Confeſſion very active and fwak in 
the waies of blood, ora Leader by your Counſel, and Do- 
&rine of thoſe that ſhed it, forbear to think, or ſtyle your 
ſelf a man of God, prel{ume not to meddle, or engage in ſo 

reat and glorious a Work, as to repair or re-build thar 
Church which you (with others) have ruined. And whileſt 
the Maſter-Builders, the right Reverend Bſhops, with their 
Aſſiſtants (godly and learned Divines) are making up the 
breaches of it, deal not with them as Sanballat and Tob:iah did 


by Nehemiah, when (after the fews return from their long Nechem, 4.1. 


captivitie) he went about to re-edifie the broken Wall of 7e- 
ru{alem, donot (as thoſe two did) reproach and vilifie our 
Nehemiah's, whileſt they are engaged and labouring in ſo 
gooda Work, the work of the Lord, leſt that curſe fall upon 
you which is denounced againſt an ungratious Son, Prov. 30, 


Iz, * Theeye that mocketh at his Father (whether Natural, * g:-,1yy i. e, 
Civil, and Eccleſiaſtical, (of this :later ſort is every Biſhop) immorigeram 
and deSuſeth to obey his Mother (even the Church) the Raveus of flium in ma- 


the walley ſhall pick it out, and the young Eagles ſhall eatit, i. e. , 


befel proud Ffamay, Efth, 7. and fo be expoſed to Vultures, 
| C2 or 


; : : : 1. demnabit Deus, 
be may or ſhall fall into that condemnation (or worſe) which _ Ms 


(18) 
or other rayenous Birds and Beaſts, to deyour him. Think of 
Hugh Peters his deſtinie , who ( as you ſpeak of others in 
your Gd. Salvian ) took up his Religion, even the Truth it ſelf, 
m4 Fattion, think ſeriouſly of hisjult and heavy doom, and 
beware of Pride and Contention. 

An humble, peaceable, meek, and quiet ſpirit becometh 
him who pretends to be a Miniſter, or Seryant of the great 
* 2'gifler hu- * Maſter of Humilitie, (as Azg«ſtime calls him ) our Lord 
miltuis., Chritt, andis defign'd by his high Calling to be a Publiſher 

of the Goſpel of Peace, A Miſter (if I may fo call him) that 
Pſal. 57.4. fpits nothing but fire, whoſe Teeth are Spears and Arrows, and 
{ Of this your #45 Tongue a ſharp Sword, | wherewith he cuts and wounds 
Virulency Dr. the Reputation of thoſe who are every way his Swperiors and 
Pierce has gi- Betters, both in dignitie of Place, preeminence of Calling, 
— alſo in Pietie and Knowledge : I count ſuch a man to. be a 
iy 39 yery Monſter in Nature, 'whoſe Soul (if it were lookt into 
the D:/toverer and laid open) would appear to be blemiſh'd with a mon- 
Diſcovered, {trous detormitie , being crooked with Schiſme, cankered 
with Envy, imbittered with alice, {wollen with a Tim- 
panic of Pride and Arrogancy, and covered all oyer (as it 
were) witha Leproſie. O Sir! let us not deccive our ſelves, 
nor think we can deceive God, though we cheat the World 
with thoſe Phenaciſmzs or Impoſtures of wicked looſe-tongu'd 
men, who endeayour to raile a Fabrick to their own Fame, 
out of the Rubbiſh or Ruines of anothers wounded Reputa- 
tion: Letus not look into other mens Writings, more to 
Carp arthem then to be Reformed, inſtructed and edified by 
them, leſt we appear like to that proud Heretick Neſtorius, 
(whoſe Name is odious to all Ears) of whom one faies, that 
he was, Contentionrs magts, quam Veritatis cupidas. 

Sir, if you will ſtill be reading and _ over Books, let 
me commend one to your private ſtudy & ule,it is Liber Con- 
ſcietitie, the. Book of Conſcience, which is ſtamped with plain, 
legible, and ſe indelible Chara&ers, that if you look into ir 
narrowly with an impartial, ſingle Eye of an uncorrupted 
judgement, it will certainly (as it is An$s «Sixas@r, a moſt 
| fincere, juſt Judge) condemn you. And if you cannor rid 

your ſolfe of that Scribendsſcabies, if you haye: ſuch an iecking 
and 
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(19) 
hand that you muſt be writing, firſt make Animaduerſ7uns 
upon that Book, -then you will diſcover all your fearful miſ. 
carriages, as to the King and Chu:ch, &c. for ſuch a Dilco- 
yerie you once praied , when you were in the good mood) in 
theſe very words, which I find in your Gd. Salvianzs, Pag. 
162, 3. Lord open onr ejes at laſt, that we may ſee our own miſ- 
carriages, for ſurely they lie as Mountains before ns, and all the 
World abort us may ſee them, and yet we will. hardly ſee them our 
ſelves. Whois ſo blind as he that will not ſee, and who 
deafer then he that will not hear > Who is blind but my Servant ? 
or deaf as my Meſſenger that I ſem ? So God complains by his 
Prophet 1/aab of thoſe phariſaical deceiving Propets of thar 
age. They wilfully ſhur their eyes againſt the lighr of that 
Truth, whereby their errours and enormities might haye 
been diſcovered; Sir, ſhould I obje& blindneſs to you, and 
fay as Chriſt did to the Phariſees, Yox blind Guide, who ſtrains 
at a Gnat, and ſwallows a (amel, you would I know be a little 
inflamed , I had rather ſay of you, as Balaam did of himlelt, 
that you are a man * apertas oculis (as Tremel. renders it) whoſe «; . py, 
eyes are open, you. cannot but diſcern thoſe Momntams you !uce ſpiritus 
ſpeak of, ſeeing you ace ſo quick-ſighted, as to diſcern a divin nm ad 
{mall ſtain or ſpot in the Garment, and a little mole in the Face ? andt. ficatio- 
of your Mother the Church, and like an unkind Son, traduce febad os ws. 
. a quaſtom. 
and revile her for it, res pervidendas 
He that goes down to the-bottom of a Well, may from Temporari.. 
thence haye a clearer proſpect of the heavenly Bodies, then Jun. 
he that ſtandeth on the top of it ; and he thar ſtands in the 
mid{t of a Vale at an equi-diſtance from an high Mountain, 
ſhall diſcover more of it (as to its height and depth) then he 
that views it afar off upon an high Turret : Thms, Sir, if you 
deſcend into the Valley of Humility, if by an humble ſearch 
(join'd witha laborious defire of finding what you ſeek or- 
ſearch for) you look narrowly.into your Soul, and examine 
your Conſcience, you may Showa (as others haye done) 
thoſe Mountains of miſcarriages you ſpeak. of : among many. 
others you-may find one of a _ deep ſtain, and an high ſtrain, 
your widening the wounds of a bleeding Church by Schiſme, 


& your tearing off thoſe healing Plaiſters of accom ey" 
whic 


Ila. 42 i9. 


Mat. 23. 39, 


(20) 
«which our wiſe Phyſicians (our Sacred King, and our Right 
Reverend Biſhops) have laid on, or applied to them, This 
and the reſt of your moantainows Crimes have reached eyen to 
Heaven, to the Throne of Juſtice, and will (notwithſtand- 
ing the Att of Indempnity) fall heavily upon you without Re- 
pentance, and bring you to deſtruttion both of -_ and ſoul, Fudge 
your ſelf therefore that you be not judged, by ajudgment of con- 
demnation from the Lord. Repent you truly of your ſins paſt, of 
your unbridled paſſions, and the unruly actings of a mil-led 
ſpirit, in fomenting the late war by your preaching and wri- 
z:ng, when you not only engaged in it your ſelf, but en- 
couraged many thouſands into it, whileſt you ſowed the ſeed 
of diſcord in the Church, and hereby fell under that heavie 
cenſure and doom of King Solomon , Prov. 6. 12, 14, IF. 
Homo nequam, a man of Belial(lo it is in the Hebrew ) a naughty 
perſon, a wicked man, Contentiones immittit, ſcatters in the 
(Þurch, or ſoweth Contentions ; Therefore ſhall his calamity come 
ſuddenly, ſuddenly ſhall he be broken without remedy, You read 
here what Solomon calls him who hatcheth diviſions: And 
howeyer ſome may ſlight, or make nothing of this contenti- 
ous humour, I dare boldly ſay, and I have a Right Reverend 
Father of the Church his words (beſides Gods) for my war. 
Biſhop Hall rant, That a private murderer ſhall make an eaſier anſwer for 
his Sermon hixſelf both at the Bar of mans here, and of Gods judgement 
of the Miſchief hereafter) then a prublick Diſtarber of the Charches peace, For, 
of Falion » _ one may killa man by a caſualtie without arecion, or 
preached be - pl : M : 
fore our late being ſurpriſed and tranſported by the violence of a great 
King, 1641. paſſion, fo the rule will hold on his part, which is delivered 
by the Schoole-men,UVbi majus eſt motivum,zbi eſt minus peccatum; 
The greater or ſtronger the motive to 4 ſinis, the leſſer is the ſen. But 
he that ſowes the Tares of Piſcord in Gods field the Church, 
and doth it with counſel, and a premeditate deliberation, 
O how great is his guilt? Here wotivum mins cft, ergo majus 
peccaturs. Therefore reſolve to repent of this hainous ſinne. 
That you may declare the finceritie of your Repencance, 
and withal confute the World (which judges you to be of 
Apollinarixs his temper, who was a man of a proud, con- 
tentious Spirit , and as you have done, Orbem Lberis ſwis. 
replevit, 


(21) 
replevit, writ many Books ſtuff'd with many Herefies, or falfe 71d, Bf. Ep, 
Opinions, for 2s in much talk there is much fin, ſo much fal- 7% 
fitie attends a facile, frequent, contentious ſcribbling) I ſay 4 woo g 
for the manifeſtation of your fincere and heartie repentance _ Far, £ 4 
towards God, publiſh an humble Rerraftation of your errone- _ un'garem 
ous and dangerous Opinions, to undeceive and reform your lingue volubil:: 
ſeduced Admirers ; renounce all the rebellious Principles or Apo _ 
Tenets in your H, Commonwealth, wherein you acted the part ——_— _ 
of a miſtaken State-Polititian, not ofa true Goſpel-Divine. tempro Eccleſi- 
Now, that the thick film of Stare and Self-intereft is fallen afti qui caven- 
from your eyes, ſo that you may diſcern Gods wrath againſt 4” ef "ns 
Rebels, viſibly ſeen in their deſerved puniſhments, ſay no wage _ 
more (as you do in that miſchievous Pamphlet) That you can- », 7 _ 
not ſee that you were miſtaken m the main cauſe, (viz. in Subjects IIY 
raking up of Arms againſt their lawful and religious King) 
nor dare repent of it : (O fearful Hypocriſie,if not Blaſphemie !) 
Nay you go on, and fear not to ſay, That you would not forbear 
doing the ſame, (i. e. Rebel) if it were to do again, im the ſame 
feate of things, i. e, alſtate of Diſorder and Confuſion, when the 
Feet {the loweſt and baſeſt of the people) get above the 
Head, and the Hands moſt unnaturally ſtrike at it, when the 
Commons ſhall invade the Crown, and a bold Ulſurper ger, 
into the Throne, (quod omen avertat Deas) then it ſeems by 
your Proteſtation you are reſolyrd to joyn iſſue with them in- 
their Rebellion,and * to behave your ſelf as a loyal Subjett to hims * Theſe are 
or Thema. T hele are Vabeoſte. pruale, turgid 4 high towring and your very. 
ſwelling ſpeeches of one that had then the perſons of men m ad. 9:9 inthe 

| _—_  Q Preface to 
miration, becauſe of advantage, or gain 3 or to ſpeak in S, Peters ur ack 
phraſe, they are vwizoſua uaraiururC, great, big ſwollen words Juge yer, 16, 
of vanity, not conſiſting with that Truth and Humility which 2 Per. 2, 18, 
you profeſs or make a ſhew of to your deluded followers. Q* 
caſt them out of your Heart and Tongue: Lift not up your my 
Horn on high, and ſpeak no more with a Rf neck Have a lively oo Fas 4 : 
Faith in Chriſt our Saviour, who came into the wooldto ſave ſmners. 41,6 ue or 
Thar Faith purifies the Heart (or rather Chriſt laid hold on rezitente co1- 
by itas an Inſtrument) and joyned with repentance, will ce- 74 voluntaren 
moye thoſe fore-named fountains of Sin , which may lie Da, Jun, 
heayie upon your Soul or. Conſcience, e Amend. your hfe, 


or 
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or manners, which are turbulent and ſeditious, and lve in per- 
fett Charity with all men, 


You ſee Sir that I have been bold to accoft your Soul, and 


to awaken your fleepie ſpirit with the ſpiritual and heaven! 

charmes of our Churches Liturgy (by you ſhamefully deſpi- 
ſed) they are a part of that Divine and Solemn Exhortation 
which it uſes to Communicants to mind them of their dutie by 
way of preparation before they partake of the bleſſed Sacra- 


ipſam Eccleſi- ment ; and accordingly I muſt ſuppeſt this (which is the ſenſe 


am non tenets? 
Aug. Ep. 166. 
So he beſpeaks 


the Dozatiſts, 


Nees Tos 
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or opinion of Saint Axſtme) for an undeniable Truth unto 
you, that he has no Communon with Chriſt our Head, that 
is divided in his loye and obedience, from the Church, 
Chriſts myſtical Body, being a fatious Separatit, who will 
not joyn with Gods people, bis Saints and Seryants, in the 


publick Service of the (arch, and loads thoſe with hard 


cenſures and reproches that do it ; who alſo (which argues 
a perverſe obſtinate Spirit) is eyer wrangling and diſputing 
when he ſhould obey, forgetting that injunction or command 
of Chriſt by his Apoſtle, Heb. x3. 17, Obey them that have 
the rule over you, Ductoribus veſtris parete, Obey your Gmides, 
(i, e. your Spiritual Leaders to Heaven) fo Be7a tranſlates the 
words, and in his Notes upon that Text, ſaies thus, Sic appel- 
lat eApoſtolus qui alivi Epiſcopi vocantur ; the meaning then of 
that place is this, obey your Biſhops, the Reverend Fathers 
of the Charch, and ſubmit your ſelves to their Authority by 
an bumble obſervance of their Canons and Tujunitions, which 
rend to Uniformity in the Church, without which Unifor- 
mity there can be no Peace nor Unity in it, but Diviſons, and 
Fattions, much Diſcordand great Enmity : For when one par- 
tie in the Congregation ſhall kneel and the other ſtand, one 
be uncoyered in the time of Divine Service (which is yer 

commendable and decent) and another next him —_— 
&c. There will ina ſhort time ariſe from hence ſuch fatal 
Fenuds among them, as were between the Samaritane Fews and 
thoſe that inhabited Jeruſalem ; tor, theſe differences in wor- 
ſhip will ſeem to the ſeveral parties, or divided fides, as a 
great deformitie in their Adyerſaries : Then he that is rude, 
and ſloyenly in Gods Service, and thinks {as thoſe. in Saint 
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(23) 
* Hiecrom did) that God is ſo beſt ſerved, that man will cen. *craſam ruſ;- 
ſure another {who ſerves God with a decent comelineſs) for citatem pro ſax- 
being Popiſhly-affeted and ſuperſtitious ; Theſe cenfures -—w—_ ——— 
will end in mutual hatred, and as one fin bepgets another, p——. P 
this want of affe&ion may end ina Civil Diſcord,and this ter- 
_— (as it hath lately done) in the effuſion of Chriſtian 
Blood. 

All theſe dangerous conſequences may be timely preyen- | 
ted, if all the Afmiſters or Dispenſers of Gods ward would 
wiſely among themfelyes Xxize (which I pray God they may 
do) and comhixe, not only in the true Dotlrine of the Churct, 
butalſo inaſtri& and due obſeryation of that Order in its 
Diſcipline, which is commended to their practiſe by thoſe 
who are ſet over them by God and the Kwg, and to whom 
{by vertue of their folemn promiſe and ſig obligation, 
which they bound themſelyes to at their Ordination) they 
owe a filial Canonical obedience. How happy and glorious 
even to the ſhame of our Adverſaries, might this Kingdom 
(with our Church) be, if all A4i:fters of the Word would, 
(Oh that they would !) beſides their former double duties 
inthe matter of Dodtrine and Diſcipline, add another excel. 
lent work, it is, inftead of filling the peoples heads with yain 

{cruples, againſt our laudable, uſeful, innocent, ancient Ce- 

remonies (which are the hedges of Religion, and banks to 

keep out Profaneneſs) to wy 2 their hearts with a Reverend 
eſteem of our moſt religious and moſt gracious Soveraign, 
together with a filial and awful reſpe& to the Spiritual Fa- 
thers of the Church, and with a poptating of the Antiquitie, 

Neceſlitie, and Benefits of —_— Government, inſtituted 

by Chriſt in bis Apoſtles, and from them derived to the 

Church,and continued hy an uninterrupted ſucceſſion in it a« 

boye x60. years, without which (Reb us fc flantibus) it is as 

impoffible for our Church and State to continue in peace and 
ſafety from Schiſmes and Hereſies, as for the body to keep 
from ſtarving without daily ſuſtenance, or for. an houſe to 
ſtand long that is built upon a ſandy foundation. 

Would you (with the reſt of your Bretbren) diſcharge the 


fore-named duties (to which you are obliged by yertue of 
D thoſe 


Eph. 4. 3. 


Anſelm.” 


. outward ſeryice of God, then ſhould facob (al 


(24) 


thoſe Oaths which you took, if lawfully ordained) and 


would you endeavoar to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
ace, 'i. e, ian external profeſſion of Love and Concord 


| (which is quaſi vinculum & nexus mterioris unitatis ſpiritas) or 


in an united conformitie and peaceable conjun&ion in the 

the true Saints 
and Servants of God) rejoyce, aud Iſrael be glad, then ſhould 
we not be had in derifion by them (I mean thoſe of the Ro- 
miſh perſwaſion) who are round about and dwell among us, 
laughing at our divifions, inſulting in theſe advantages gi- 


The Church ven them by our FaCtions,” whereby they gain many Proſe- 
of God loſes, ]ytes ; then too would all our tierce diſputes be ftilenced, and 
and none g2 N41] fa&ious contentions ceaſe, which are the Peſts of true Re- 


bur Rome an 
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ligion, the Meths of all Reformation, the Jn-/ers to Superſti- 


parations ang tion, and the Nyrſes of Profaneneſs ; againſt which Saint 


Diviſions. 
Bifh, H. De- 
cad 3.Ep. 1, 


Pax in his firſt Epiſtle ro the Corinthians, Chap. 3. ſo much 
inveighs , and m3kes them the xelieia, the Indications, 
Marks, and Cogniſance of thoſe that are gaxeme?, carnally 
minded, verl. 3. and not ſanQtified or guided by Gods holy 
Spirit, the Spirit of Love, Unity, and Concord, Hence it 
was (and it is obferyable) that inregard of the env5ings,ſtrifes, 
and fattions (by him termed Hryocacia) which were among 
thole Corinthians, the Apoſtle cloſed his ſecond Epiſtle to 
them with this Benediion, The grace of our Lord feſus Chriſt, 
and the love of God, and the (ommunion of the Holy Ghoſt be with 
youall, This is ſubjoinedto no other Epiſtle, Cotes thoſe 
of - Corinth as yet wanted the Spirit, 'in that they wanted 
love and peace, internal in their Souls.or Conſciences, and 
external among themſelves, whileſt they. were overcome 
with malice, and miſerably torn aſunder in their affe&ions 
by Schiſmes and multiplied Diviſions. 


In imitation of our blefſed Apoſtle, I. ſhall cloſe all with. 


my Prayers and Supplication to the God of peace, that his 
bleſſed Spirit, the Spirit of Love may reſt upon you, to en- 
lighten you with the knowledge of your Duty which you 
owe to thoſe who are your Prepoſiti. and to guide you in bet= 
ter waies then theſe in which you confeſs you formerly wal- 
ked, that you may bercafter moye, not.in-:the waies of blood 


and. 
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(25), 


and falfty, but in 'the- waies '(which Chriſt-walked-in) of 


Truth and Peace: This for your own paxticular perſon,; and 
others miſ-led by you, ſhall be a part of. my daily :deyotions 


and requeſts ſent up to the Throne of Grace in the behalf of 


all thoſe who have erred and are ſtill deceived by their wil- 
fullyblind Guides, and ignorant Teachers, who are not Pa- 


ſtors but Impoſtors, Seduttors not Doftors ( as a Father calls Berg. 


them) and are inter Docentes when they ought to be inter Di. 
centes, are bold to teach others when they ſhould learn them. 
ſelves what be the principles of Religion, viz. Faith, work. 
ing by love, Repentance and Obedience to the Laws of God and 
the King : Hence it-is that (as Leo faies well) Magiſtrierroris 
exiſtunt, quia Diſcipuli veritatis non furrunt, They become ma- 
ſters of error or Teachers of lyes, becauſe they would nor fit 
at the feet of a Gamaliel, a Door of the Law, and diſdain'd 
to be the Diſciples or Scholars of thoſe who in the two fa- 
mous and now flouriſhing Univerſities are the Profeſſors of 
ſound learning,and teach ſaving Truths. 

Lord open their eyes to ſee their errours, and I ſhall eyer 
pray to the ſame God (in whoſe hand is the golden Key of 
knowledge, to open and ſhut when and where he pleaſes) 
that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to unlock the | of 


pw heart (as he did the heart of Lydia) that = may em- AR, 16, 14. , 


race this freedom of my Pen, guided by the hand of Cha- 
rity or Love to your Soul, with an amicable reception, and 
without the leaſt return of hatred, or of an angry indignati- 
on ; ſo that being fully convinced (as I hope you will be) of 

our ſad miſcarriages in Preaching and Writing, you may 
[ike an humble Palinodift recant your errors,and be re-admit- 
ted after your Conformity into the Arms or Boſom of the 
Church (from which you are ſeparated) and received into its 
bleſſing, which by your Separation you haye forfeited. 'This 
is the hearty defire of Him, who till he ſees your Printed Re- 


traftation, muſt renounce all * Communion {though as to the * Row, 16.17, 


two firſt Letters of his Name he has a — conjun&ion) |: F 
with you, apd not out of fear but modeſty, ſubſcribes, Not yifou 


ark them 


F —_— 


Toars, till you are your own, and come to your ſelf by retur- and avoid 
ning to the Church, and ſhewing your ſelf an obedient Son Mem. 


D 2 unto 
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wtoit, as T profeſs tobe, and ſhall ever labone to approve 

my {elf ſuch mal} ſincerity, anda faichful (thongh moſt un. 
worthy) Minifterof (briff Feſ, 


Martii IO. | | 

zx665 | | | 

Lui peccanteny blendamentis mentis aculanibus palpat, peccants fo- 

"nwtens ſwhminiſtrat, nec. compriniie delta ille, fed nuvi, 
£s qus confilus fortioritns redarguit ſimulatq; inſtrui, frae 

trem promovet ad. ſalutew.. Cyprianus, 


* 
On Tipton 


(27) 


ib ubtlbbcb 
A 


PROTESTATION 


To vindicate the Author of the forego- 
ing Letter from all ſuſpition of Animot1- 
ty, or Malice in Writing, and to manifeſt the 


Sincerity of his Hearts Intention. 


Þ was ingenuoufly fancied, and as wittily ſaid by a great ge W.R.inh's 


Maſter of Ea e, that Tyath. is a Severe and Coy Preface tothe 

Lady or Miſtreſs, that hath led her Followers and Ser- Hiſtory of the 

vants into preat miſeries, ſo that they who haye _= World, 
after her at too preat a diftance, with the loſs of themſelves, 
have loſt the fi £ of her, and they who came too near, or 
cloſe at ber heels, have had their Teeth ſtruck outby her. 

The veritie of this Aſſertion too many have oft found by was «ft condi- 

a fad experience, who for ſpeaking or writing the Trath jo veritatis, ut 
haye met with great oppoſition, and ſtirred up many ene- am ſemper in- 
mies, who diſcover the Hypocrifie or rottenneſs of their —_ = 
Hearts by their ſharp InveRives, and railings againft thoſe, ,., 1,117... 
who, with no lefs fincerity then freedom eicher of Tongue nem Femicioſe- 
or Pen, have difcovyered and laid open to them, and the amicirie com- 
deluded World their boſome-Sins , and diffembled Vices. - antur, Hig 
The Prophet Afichaiah met with this unkind and rude enter- ' 
tainment from wicked e£hab, 1 hate hims (ſaid he, fpeaking 
of that Prophet to King ehoſaphat ) becanſe he doth not pro-" ; Wing.12 8. 
pheſie good concerning me, but evil, Thus too Saint Pax! was 
rewarded only with hatred from thofe proud Galatians, to 
whom he writ, and was looked upon by them .as an every, 
becauſe 


—— 


(28) 


Gal. 4.16, becauſe he told them the Truth, nay he went ſo far in bis ſharp 
reproof as to affix unto them the title of 4yog70; , mad men, 
and fools becauſe they would not obey it, (hap. 3. 1. 

Saint eA#ſtine in his TraQat upon St. fohn faies likewiſe, 
that Truth hath for its conſtant Attendants theſe two proper- 
ties, it is (ſo he) Dmulcts & amara, ſweet and bitter (ſo that out 
of this fountain proceed two diſtin& ſtreams, contrary ts 
what Saint 7ames aſlerts, Chap. 3. 11.) Quando dulcis eft par- 
cit, quando amara curat, when It is ſweet it ſpares the ſin, but 
may for want of m_ hurt and deſtroy the perſon, bur 
when it is imbittered with _ reproofs it may offend the 
ſinner, whileſt it deſtroyes his fin. Thus I belieye I ſhall in- 
cenſe the man to whom I haye inſcribed my Letter , and 
withall provoke many of his SeQtaries, or Followers, who,(as 

* Pap. 207, their Leader Mr. Baxter {aies in his * Reformed Paſtor) have 
Tm imbecillia taken wp their opinions in complyance with their parties, and look 
_ ; jad more. at who behieveth it, then what ts believed: And —_ for 
ac pene nulla ue 4 Goſpel-Truth whatſoever is aſſerted by their perverſe bold 
q:4i legunt, non Guide, ſpeak againſt, nay raile at thoſe whom they hear 
conſiderant (moſt juſtly) to inveigh againſt their _— and the man 
quid fed cujus ho is their Ring-Leader, or Head of the FaQion, and like 
CO draws much people after him by his falſe and pompous 
quam D Faro Oſtentation. And thus they do, 5. e, raile, and calumniate 
74 cogitant dig- their Oppoſers and. Superiours for theſe two Reaſons (as 
—__ wy Sal- we may ſafely judge) Firſt, that by their ſcandalous repro- 
| ches caſt upon the Church and its faithfull godly Miniſters 
they may hes and ſeduce others who are well-meaning, but 
half-knowing Chriſtians. Secondly, tojuſtifie " marmr# Ach by 

reviling their Oppolers, or to beget in the people an opinion 

of the goodneſs of their cauſe, rhat their Schiſme or Separa- 

tion may not ſayour of Malice, Pride, or an ambitious Co« 

yetouſneſs, but appear in the eye of the World dreſſed up 

with a ſhew of Conſcience, and an appearance of Religion 

and Godlineſs. What ſuch hot-ſpurr'd and fierie-ſpirited 

Zelotes may hereafter write or ſay I ſhall not value, but ſo- 

lace my ſelf with the Teſtimonie of my Conſcience, and ſo 

I folemnly Prote#, that with the ſame daa67n; and eaixeirea 

(the 


"ety necram per Theudas (Att. F: 36.) who boaſted himſelf to be ſome-body, 
Ee 


i. 
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(the ſame for qualitie though not for degree) I ſay with the 
ſame ſimplicity and godly ſincerity (which Saint Pal aflerts to 
have reſided in his more ſan&ified Soul) ] undertook this dif. 
ficult and dangerous work to encounter with him who is an- 
other * Zamzammim, a Giant-like, greatly admired Leader 
of a Faction, with whole Adions and Writings I have been 
very much ſcandalized, finding them interſperſed and ſow- 
red with many poyſonous and falſe opinions repugnant not 
onely to the Scriptures, to the belief and practiſe of the 
Church in all Ages, bur alſo diſſonant and diſagreeing with 
our National Churches Articles, which are grounde upon 
the Sacred Word, and concurre with the judgement of all the - 
ancient Fathers. 

Now I, out of a meer. Philopſuchie, out of a fincere loye 
and tender regard to many poor deluded Souls, the leaſt of 
which (if any may be termed little) is fo dear to- Chriſt, that 
he would (it there were need, as there is not) deſcend from 
Heaven again, and ſuffer on the Croſs to gain it; being war- 
med withthis Celeſtial Fire, and incited by Gods Spirit, I 
haye in oppoſition to-Mr, Baxter's falſe lights (like that of 


2 Cor, 1. 12. 


* Deur. 2. 20. 


Nauplizs in the Poet, who by it deceived the miſguided Gre- Lycophy. is. 
tians) I haye ſetup a true diſcoyering light, by unmasking Caſſand.. 
an Impoſtor, a gewamndrus, — and uelarniy ©, Ti 1 19. 


who has deceived himſelf, and deceived others, an wnrsl. 
perſon, and a vain talker, who (as it were) is clad witha 
partie-coloured Coat, that hath a gaudie filkert facing, bur 
a rough lining, whom too by. the unequal beating- of his 
Souls pulſe in marters of Religion (it _ ſtrong and quick 
in Faction and Oppoſition, but weak and ſlow in Obedi- 
ence and Submiſſion to his- Spiritual Fathers) we may hence 
infer, and give a ſafe (ifs that he is fick ofa feveriſh diſtem- 

er in his Spirit, a man of Pride, diſcontented and quarrel- 
ling that many excellent Perſons, whom he thinks beneath 
himſelfin Piety, ſhould be above him in Place and Dignity; 
and doubtleſs would he accept of a —_ were It not 
for diſpleaſing his Phanatick Partie : fo aſpiring are his 


* thoughts, ſopreat an eſteem has he of his own parts, and 


= 


Diotrephes-like, is a no leſs lover of power and preeminence. 3 John 5. 


And 


_—_——— 


Jud, verl 8. 


, C903 
And were itnot for Prid:(which ſmothers and blaſts all good 
parts) he who is now a ſmoaking fire-brand in the Church, 


, might have been a bright ſhining light in it, and guided the 


peoples fect in the way of peace. The man ſurely (if Gods 
word be true) is out of rhis ſaving way, who proudly and 
contemptuouſly ſpeaks evil of Dignities, and (I am -qun to 
ſpeak it) is inc fr inthe number of thoſe, againſt whom 
the Apoſtle Saint Zude denounces a woe or curſe, Verl. 1, 


Ve ipfir, i. ©. Wo unto them, for they have gone m the way of Cain, and ran gree- 


maled: io ipſes 
imminet, ntq;, 
enim tam 1m- 
precatur quam 
predicit quid 
ilis imminct, 


Bezx. in loc. 


March 22. 
1660, 


dily after the error of Balaam for reward , and periſhed m the 
amſaying of Core, i, e. they reſemble Cain in his implacable 
Fibody malice, Balaam in his greedy, griping Covetouſneſs, 
and Core in his fa&ious, peeviſh Rebellion againſt the di- 
Rates and commands of Ioſes and Aaron, the King and the 
Lords high Prieſts. ; 

O you thatare Lambs of Chriſts fold, and like Sheep have 
formerly gone aſtray, converſe no longer with ſuch deyou- 
ring Wolves, I mean popular Diſturbers of Chriſts Church, 
acione Schiſmaticks who will certainly betray and deſtroy 
your ſouls. Schiſame (which is a ſiding with a partie againſt 
the Church, anda receding from all Communion with it in 
the uſe of publick Prayers, and the Sacraments) as it is an in- 
let to many other ſins, {o it is the road way thart leadeth to 
the pitof deſiruQion. 

Go not in the way of him who is wiſe in his own conceit, 
and fo untraRtably obſtinate in his perverſe Opinion, that he 
will not yield to reaſon, nor be moved to change his mind 
by any the ſtrongeſt, moſt convincing Arguments, nor by 
any milder perſwaſion, but thinks (as that moſt learned Do- 
Qor, now Lord Biſhop of Lichfield faid lately in a Sermon 
before His Majeſty,) © That the yielding party loſeth in his 
& honour, _ had rather lead (being a Captain in Sedition) 


<« then follow after (like a good and faithful Souldier) and be 


«© preſerved with reputation, as (ore would rather die in his 
« own way, then be ruled by «Moſes, and fave himſelfe 
*« from ruine. -O you that bear the name of Chriſtianity, be- 
ware of incurring that heavy cenſure which the Lord pro- 
nounced againſt the Fews by the Prophet, 1/a. 65. 2. w m 


c 
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he ſtyles them a rebellious and gainſaying people. Such was Core 
(the great Grand-fire of Schiſmaticks) and his Complices, 
they were all 3: &yl:xLyorles, Contradidters, or Gain-layers ; 
Moſes fſammoned them to appear before him, they rebelli. 
ouſly replied, We will not come xp, Numb. 16, 12. But mark 
it, 2 aſcendere noluerunt deſcenderunt , they who rebelled 
and would not come up, they preſently were ent down quick 
into Hell ; thoſe levelling Rebcls the earth ſwallowed up a. ' 
live, and ſo they deſcended into the black and dreadful Abyſs 
of eternal death and darkneſs, Were not Schiſme (which is 
ever attended with Rebellion) a fin of a deep Dye, an hainous 
{in, God who is a God of Mercy, would not in the puniſhing 
of it by ſuch an unparalell'd Judgement haye broke out upon 
them in fo meme of his 7«ftice. O therefore rhart ye 
may not fall into the ſame or like condemnation, in the words 
of Saint Part, 1 beſeech you, Brethren, mark them (with an at- Rowyi6.r-, 
trentive conſideration ) which cauſe drviſions, and offences con- ; 
trary to the Dottrine which ye have learned, and avoyd them, as Auer! 
you would a man infe&ted with the Plague, or as you would , ps [na i 
fly from a Thiefor Murderer : frequent not their Cs dchent vitari, 
rions or Meetings, be not familiar with their perſons , leſt ne cx noſtrocox- 
you be inticed out of the right way by their falſe Doctrines, / at _ ill in 
or corrupted by their private Diſcourſes, and gather infe- hat roms, ng 
Aion from their evil manners. If you, for all that hath been v4 nos in eo. 
ſaid, will be their Auditors , obſerve their Doctrine, and dem communis. 
ou ſhall commonly find it repugnant to the Dodtrine of _ {oe pew 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the ſum whereof is that which is ad fob: 
the inward life and ſpirit of Chriſtianitie, viz. Humility and tis approbatio- 
Charity, Parity and Obedzence to your Superiours. They thar nem al:cfemus, 
preach Sedition and Fattion, Treaſon and Rebelhon they are 
* none of Chriſts Apoſtles, they are not ſent by him, bur* Apoſtatici 
they run (as Ahimaaz did in another caſe t) with Gods meſ- gee. 
ſage in their mouths, upon the legs of their own private — 
wills and phanſies, To fuch I may retort in the words of cul, 
Saint * Amugeſtine to the Donatiſts, Chriſtianos vos dicitis, & t 2 Sam. 18, 
Chriſto comradicitis ? ye are not Chriſts Seryants who con. * Epift. 171, 
tradi& your Maſters commands. Obey them that have the rule 
over you, ſaies he by his Apoſtle, Heb. 13,17, we will -not 
E obey, 


| (32) . 

Obey, ſay you, but will have our wills though it be to the 

ruine ofthe Church, and oyerthrowing of its peace, I tell 

"you again, ye that are proud and contentious, ye are none of 

Chriſts, nor his ſheep, who is a meek humble Saviour, And 

whileſt I thus freely unfold my thoughts, and impart what is 

* Er qui Le- true unto you, Ihope you will not be * angry nor offended 
thargicum ex- Jith me, who heartily wiſh that Mr. Baxter and all his eAd- 
neh my I herents may turn their needleſs Diſputes into obedience to 
gat ambobus their Goyernours, that ſo walking in the waies of Truth and 
moleſtus ſit at Peace, and uſing all means poſſible to adyance it in the 
am 645 tamen. Church, they may with us praiſe the Lord in the Congrega- 
Aug. tion with one heart, and after one way, with joint yoices and 
united affeQtions, and in the end of their daies obtain that 

t Mat. 5.9. blefſedneſs which is t promiſed by our Lord Chriſt to Peace- 


\ 


makers , and not to Peace-breakers ,, or Church and State- | 
aiſturbers. 
This is, and ſhall be a part of the daily prevate Devotions of | 
him, who has learned to wiſh well to a mans Soul, and 
lzve bis Perſon, whileſt he hates and abhors hus Sms, 
= _ | 


= 


= 
_ 


_—_— 
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A Prayer 


For Sincerity and Unity mn thoſe that profeſs the 


name of Chriſt, and pretend to be Members 0 


his viſible Body the Church. | 


Oſt glorious and moſt gratious God, before the bright- 

neſs 'of whoſe All-Eiſcerning Eye the ſecrets of all 
hearts appear, before whoſe clear and infallible Onmſc:ence 
the yery ntrailes, and moſt ſecret receſſes of mens ſouls lie 
open, and are conſpicuous ; Thou who art the God of Spirits, 
and beareſt that all oyer them, ſo as that thou canſt work 
in them a ſudden change, and diſpoſe them by an irreſiſtible 


Hebs 4.12313, 


power to an holy obſeryance of thy will and commands, O 


do thou ſo work pon and in the hearts of {erg that they 
may no longer make thy holy Name, which they profets 
with their mouths, a c/oak to hide the foulneſs of their cloſe, 
boſom-fins. Make them not onely to ſeems but to be truly 
Religious, and holy intheir lives, that they may not here- 
after diſclaim (as they. now do ) in praiſe, what they pro- 
feſs in words, but crown the outward profeſſion of thy Word 
with a conſcionable performance of what is commanded and 
commended to our. Obedience in it, Let their thoughts be hea- 
yenly, their words holy, and their actions pure, and all gar- 
niſhed with ſincerity, that they may in all aim, not at the 
praiſe and elle of men, but only at thy honour and 


lo 


hf And becauſe thou art a God of Peace and loyer of Vnzy, 


who didfſt in the firſt Creation reconcile and compoſe all the jar= 
ring and confuſed Elements in the then indigeſted (4aos, toa 
ſweet and well-ordered Harmonie, O do thou ſo d/poſe tte 


hearts, and tune the ſpirits of our diflenting Brethren, that . 


they conſidering how diſpleaſing to thee, and dangerous to 


their ſouls that abominable ſin of Schiſmz is (it being the 


Danughter of Pride, and the other of Strife, Hatred, and 


Contention) - 


(34) 


Contention) may ever hereafter ayoid all profane and vain 


1 Tim, -6, 20, babblings, deteſt all Hereſies and wicked opinions, lay aſide 


Plzl, 133+ 3+ 


.all contentious diſputes againſt the Churches orderly and 


holy conſtitutions, which are the hedges to = out profane- 
neſs, and to preſerve the prviey of Gods Worſhip with ami- 
ty and peace inour ſeyeral diſtin Congregations. Let the 
people praiſe thee O God, let all the people {oyntly prazſe thee, thoſe 
that haye erred let them glorifie thee by their Converſion, and 
thoſe that now diflent in OY and PraQiſe from 
us, O letthem after an inward comvif:on by thy grace, bring 
glory to thy great Name by their brotherly Union in thy 
publick Service, that ſo thou maieſt delight in us, whileſt we 
are Sons of peace, and we rejoyce in thee the Father of mer- 
cies, for thy bleſſings which we may expe bke the dew of 
Hermon that fell pon the Hill of Sion, to diſtil from Heaven, 
and drop down upon us, whileſt we-/ove like brethren and 
ke in peace : which bien we humbly pray thee youch- 
fafe unto us, for thy mercy ſake, and for the merits of thy 
beloved Son, and our dear Saviour, the Prince of peace, 
Chriſt Jeſus. Amen. 


ERRATA. 


SIR. | 

VV Ith your own, 1 pray Corrt& theſe few Errata's, 
which ſcaped in the Impreſsion. This with mine is 

the Printers requeft, who would be glad for Gods glory and 

tbe Kingdoms good to Print your RetraQation, which is 

expected, | 


| PAg-3-1. 16. r. .2ui errartt, thar ſaying of Yiacentius nearly concerns 


your ſelf. p.4.1. 32. r. Divine for Dive, p. 7. in marg. r, {IV 
p-8.in mare. r, Heſychius. P. 9. 1. 16. r. Retraftation, 1. 27.r, Superbia 
typbo,@t. ibid. 1.30 r. SDN p.12.in marg.r.ab/que for atque. p.13.). 


20 whld for ſhou'd, p. 15; in marg, r. Temporayias. p. 21, in marp.r. 
Teclefaſte. F , the M 
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